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@Part 1¢ 
We Are Samurai 


January, 1881 

Kabato Prison, Hokkaido 
“| knew Kondé Isami. | knew him better than anybody else, , 
Nagakura Shinpachi said to Tsukigata Kiyoshi, the warden of Kabato 
Prison. The prison was silent. That night, the outside temperature 
was -20°C. 

Kabato Prison had just been built in Hokkaido, a large island in 
northern Japan. Hokkaido was far from both the ancient capital of 
Kyoto and the current capital of Edo (now Tokyo). It was still mostly 
forest. The prison was built to receive political prisoners who were 
against the new Meiji government. The government's plan was to 
use the prisoners to clear the land for farming so more people could 
move to Hokkaido. 

Nagakura had been invited by Tsukigata to train the prison’s 
guards in sword fighting and martial arts. He was a former member 
of the Shinsengumi, a group of men who had fought on the side of 
the Tokugawa shogun during the Meiji Restoration. 


\“ 


| thought you hated Kond6,, Tsukigata said. 


\“ 


No, no. | liked him. | liked him just as much as | liked Hijikata 
Toshiz6,, Nagakura replied. 

Nagakura loved to talk. Once he started, he would talk on and on. 

“ You think | hated him because | told Lord Matsudaira that Kond6 
was not doing his job properly after the Battle of Kinmon Gate, , 
Nagakura said, looking out the window, where the forest's trees 
stood silent in the darkness of the night. 

“Yes, you criticized Kondé, and said he had become too 
arrogant,, Tsukigata said, putting his hand on the fireplace. 

There was no wind at all. Around the prison, the forest's snow 
shone in the moonlight. The prison was very crowded and 
uncomfortable. Even the room where the warden and this interesting 
guest were talking was poorly furnished. The prisoners were 
sleeping right next door. Every room was freezing cold. Since 
arriving at Kabato, Tsukigata had been living and working together 
with the prisoners. 


\“ 


The room was dark, lit only by candles. | wanted to kill him 
then,, Nagakura said, smiling grimly. 

Even 15 years after the battles of the Meiji Restoration, 
Nagakura’s expression still scared people sometimes. Tsukigata felt 
a cold shiver run down his back. 

Nagakura laughed and continued, “ | hated Kondé because he 
was starting to think about nothing but fame and his career. But | 


knew that status was what he needed. You know it too. He truly 


needed it. When | understood his real feelings, | started to like him 
again. Above all, after meeting so many high-ranking samurai, | felt 
empty, like my life had no meaning. | knew that no matter what we 
did, we would never be respected and formally recognized as 
samurai. We would always be like stray dogs barking outside the 
door. 

Matsudaira Katamori, the lord of Aizu, was the most loyal 
supporter of the Tokugawa shogun. It was he who formed the 
Shinsengumi in 1863. Their role was to protect the honor of the 
Tokugawa shogun and keep Kyoto, where the emperor’s palace was 
located, safe. They searched out and killed any anti-Tokugawa 
activists in Kyoto. 

“| respected Kond6é as the commander of our group. You know, 
he was from a family of farmers. And despite all the things he did for 
the shogun, he was not made a samurai until just before the fall of 
the shogunate,, said Nagakura. 

“ But you left Kondé when the Shinsengumi went back to the 
capital, said Tsukigata. 

“| was with Kondo up until the battle of Ké6fu. But after we were 
defeated, | realized we were just being used. | didn’t want the 
Shinsengumi to work with a bunch of men who were not true 
samurai in their hearts. Kondo was just too optimistic. He was used. 


But he wanted to do his best for the shogun until the very end. | left 


him because | had a different view of things. But when | heard that 
Kond6 was executed later, | cried. Or actually, | howled like a wolf. 
“They cut off his head and put it on display in both Edo and 
Kyoto,, Tsukigata said sadly. 
“| know the days of the samurai ended with the fall of the 
Tokugawa shogunate. Kond6’s execution was wrong, and it should 
have been done according to samurai tradition. | wanted them to 
show him some respect, even if a lot of people hated him,. said 
Nagakura. 


\“ 


Tsukigata said, | You mean he should have been able to commit 


seppuku., 

“Yes. If he had been able to commit seppuku, it would have 
meant that they considered him a samurai, but they didn’t let him. He 
was killed as if he was an ordinary criminal,, said Nagakura. 


“ 


He was the last samurai,,, Tsukigata said. 


Early 1868 
Kyoto and Edo 


The Battle of Toba-Fushimi started on January 27, 1868. It was 
January 3 by the old calendar, and it was a long, cold day right after 
New Year’s. The Shinsengumi fought mostly in Fushimi, in the south 


part of Kyoto. The battle continued for almost four days. 


The battle resulted in a victory by the domains of Satsuma and 
Chéshd, which were supported by the imperial court. Just before the 
battle, the court announced that the emperor had formed a new 
government. Tokugawa Yoshinobu was no longer the shogun of 
Japan. There was no more shogunate, but the Tokugawas were still 
the most powerful clan. 

The new government requested that Tokugawa Yoshinobu give up 
all his power. 

The battle was for the honor of the Tokugawa clan. The 
Shinsengumi fought at the side of the Tokugawas, and their army 
was made up of swordsmen. Most of the important leaders, including 
Kond6 Isami, Hijikata Toshiz6, Okita Sdji, and Nagakura Shinpachi 
fought with their swords instead of guns. 

The Satsuma and Chéshd clans had an army trained to use guns 
and cannons. Many members of the Shinsengumi were badly hurt, 
or even killed, by this modern fighting force. 

Kondo was not at the battle because an assassin had tried to kill 
him, and his shoulder was badly injured. He met his men at Osaka 
Castle after they had lost the battle. 

“ Kond6, it’s all over,, said Hijikata. He was Kondé’s best friend 
and the assistant commander of the Shinsengumi. 

Kond6 replied, “ It was the only way we could fight. We have to 
live and die as samurai., Kond6 was still weak from his injury. He 


continued, “ We have to go to Edo. Lord Tokugawa has already 


gone there by boat. And Lord Matsudaira is there too. Edo is the 
home of the Tokugawas. We can defeat the Satsuma and Chéshda 
domains once we're there. 

“ |t looks like Satsuma and Chéshii have taken complete control 
of the court. Now they’re the army of the emperor, and we're just 
rebels. They've tricked our emperor!,, Hijikata said angrily. 


\“ 


Kondo replied, _ Justice will be done. We need to protect Lord 
Tokugawa to achieve our goal. 

At one time, the Shinsengumi had almost 200 members. Now, 
there were just 44 of them. 

When the Shinsengumi arrived in Edo, Kondo was promoted and 
became an official in the Tokugawa government. Japan was now 
divided between the emperor and the former shogun. The emperor's 
army was getting closer to Edo every day. 

The Shinsengumi was guarding the former shogun, Tokugawa 
Yoshinobu. He was staying in Kan’ei-ji Temple as a sign to the 
emperor that he had given up. But many samurai serving the 
Tokugawas still wanted to fight back. 

One day, Katsu Kaisht, the Tokugawa’s representative, met 
Kond6 and asked him to go to Kéfu. Katsu said, “ If you go there 
and take K6ofu Castle, it will be an excellent place to defend from. 
Katsu promised that he would give him 200 samurai, as well as 


money. 


\“ 


After Katsu left, Nagakura Shinpachi said,  He’s just trying to get 
rid of us. His plan is to surrender. We're just a nuisance for him. 


Kondo said nothing. 


As Nagakura expected, Konddé’s army was completely defeated in 
Kdofu on March 6, 1868. It was a terrible battle. When Kondd’s army 
arrived in the Kéfu area, the castle was already controlled by the 
emperor's soldiers. Kond6’s men were poorly equipped and their 
motivation was low. He tried to encourage his men, but a lot of them 
just ran away. 

At the same time, Hijikata hurried back to Edo to get more support 
from the Tokugawas. They refused to help. By the time Hijikata 
joined Kondo, the army had already lost the battle. Kond6 came 
back to Edo on March 10. Since Kond6é had been asked to form 
another army at Nagareyama in Chiba, he decided he should leave 
Edo. 

At that time, Nagakura and his followers decided to leave the 
Shinsengumi. From his point of view, it was meaningless to be used 
by the Tokugawas. 


\“ 


Kond6 was angry and said, Okita has already left us because 


his sickness was so serious. And now you're going too.. 
\“ 


| hope that we'll be able to meet again someday. Good luck, , 


said Nagakura. 


\“ 


Kondo replied, You've always been my friend. Good luck to you 
too. After the battle in Nagareyama, | may go to Aizu. If that’s the 
case, then I'll see you there.,, 

Nagakura Shinpachi heard Kondd’s words, but in his heart, he 
believed that this would be their last goodbye. He thought, “ Kondé 
knows that he’s going to die. It’s just his pride that makes him 
continue. He wants to go down fighting like a real samurai. 

As Nagakura expected, Kond6’s army was 
surrounded by the emperor’s forces. He decided to commit seppuku. 
It was Hijikata who stopped him. 

“ Don’t do it. You still have a chance to survive. You can’t just 
throw away your life here,, Hijikata said. 

“ Escape to the north. Aizu has allied with several domains there 
to save the shogunate,, said Kondo. 

Kondo knew there was no one to save him now. He was all alone, 
but he took pride in the fact that he was one of the last samurai in all 


of Japan. 


1834 to Spring, 1863 
Edo and Kyoto 


Kondé Isami, the top commander of the Shinsengumi, was born on 


October 9, 1834. He was the son of a wealthy farmer from Tama, 


very near Edo. 

When he was born, however, his name was not Kondo Isami. As a 
child, he was called Miyagawa Katsugor6. Katsugoro loved to play 
samurai, using a wooden stick for a sword. 

His father, Hisajir6, loved Katsugor6 very much. One day, he said 
to him, “ Katsugoré, you love swords. Did you know that one of our 
ancestors once served the Takeda clan? It was long, long ago during 
a civil war. The Takedas were defeated by the armies of Oda 
Nobunaga. We had to cross over the mountains to get here, and 
since then, we've been protected by the shogun. 

Hisajir6 told his son many old samurai stories. Another time, he 
told him, “ Before the Tokugawa shogunate began, Tokugawa 
leyasu was allied with Oda Nobunaga. When the Takeda clan was 
defeated, Oda ordered Tokugawa to kill all the soldiers from the 
Takeda’s army. But Tokugawa leyasu protected the Takeda samurai. 
We all have to remember the past and stay loyal to the shogun. 
Katsugor6, someday | want to see you do something to repay the 
Tokugawas’ kindness. ,, Katsugord loved to listen to his father’s 
stories. 

Katsugor6 was always ahead of the other boys, and when he was 
15 years old, he started to learn kendé, the Japanese art of the 
sword, as well as other fighting skills at the Shieikan D6j6, a famous 


school of martial arts. 


He quickly became one of the best students at the Shieikan Ddjo. 
He got better and better, and finally, Kondé Shdsai, the master of the 
school, made him his son. It was at that time that he took the name 


of Kond6 Isami. 


When Kond6 Isami was born, Japan was a peaceful country under 
the rule of the Tokugawas. The shogunate was started by Tokugawa 
leyasu when he took power from the Toyotomi clan in 1603. 
Tokugawa moved the government to Edo, while the imperial court 
stayed in Kyoto. 

In 1615, 12 years after leyasu became shogun, he attacked Osaka 
Castle and defeated the Toyotomi clan. Since that time, Japan had 
become a peaceful, wealthy country under the Tokugawas. 

The Tokugawas ruled Japan based on a strict social system. To 
protect the country from foreign dangers, Japan had been isolated 
since 1641. They also created a class system. The emperor and the 
imperial court were considered to be symbolic rulers, and the 
shogun’s government had all the real power. 

Under the shogun, many lords called daimy6, ruled domains that 
were called han. These domains were like small, independent 
countries. 

Society was divided into four classes. At the top was the samurai 
warrior class. Next were the farmers, and below them were the 


craftspeople. At the bottom were the merchants. 


As the son of a farmer, Kond6 did not have a chance to become a 
samurai, no matter how skilled he was with a sword. However, when 


Kond6 was 19 years old, there was a challenge to the feudal system. 


On June 3, 1853, Commodore Perry and his four battleships arrived 
off the coast of Japan. The Americans forced Japan to open its 
doors by threatening it with modern technology and weapons. The 
shogun knew that it was impossible to win against the powerful 
Western nations because Japan’s army and technology were far 
behind theirs. 

When the Americans appeared near Edo again the next year, the 
shogun had no choice but to accept their demands. The seclusion 
policy that had lasted more than 200 years ended in 1854. 

Many Japanese people were angry at the shogun because they 
thought he was weak. They believed that it would be easy to kick the 
Westerners out of Japan using nothing but swords and the samurai 
spirit. 

Above all, many people said it was not a good idea for the shogun 
to make a decision about such an important matter without 
discussing it with the emperor. People believed that the emperor was 
divine, and that the shogun should work with him to fix this crisis. 

The idea of respecting the emperor and removing the Western 


powers was Called sonno jdi. It quickly spread all over Japan, just as 


many Western nations, such as England, France, and Russia, 
demanded that they have the same opportunity as the Americans. 

This situation was very dangerous for the Tokugawas. The 
shogunate faced foreign pressure on one side and the dangerous 
sonno j6i movement on the other. 

Another serious problem was that Mito, the domain of one of the 
shogun’s most important relatives, supported sonn6 jdi. 

In the beginning, the shogun used a tough approach. He put 
pressure on Mito and also prosecuted many sonn6 jdi supporters. In 
March of 1860, samurai from Mito became angry and assassinated li 
Naosuke, the official who had been responsible for taking such a 
tough approach. 

After the death of li, the shogunate changed its policy. They tried 
to control the sonn6d j6éi supporters and work together with the 
imperial court. To get the support of the court, the shogun promised 
to resist the Western countries. 

However, the shogun knew that it was impossible to take such 
tough action against the Westerners. He knew that China had been 
defeated by Western power. Japan did not have the modern 
technology that it needed to fight back if it was attacked by a 
Western country. 

The shogun was now trying to follow two policies that contradicted 


each other. His efforts to make the situation better were weak and 


did not have a long-lasting effect. This created even more chaos in 


Japan. 


While the shogunate tried to make the situation better, many samurai 
who believed in sonnd joi and wanted to change Japan became 
active again. Some of them even ran away from the han where they 
lived, becoming independent samurai who did not follow any lord. 
These men were called réshi. 

The rdshi formed a network that covered the whole country. They 
tried to make the court and some of the powerful daimy6 believe in 
their ideas. Many of these men came from low-ranking samurai 
families. They were often discriminated against by the high-born 
samurai. 

It became important for the shogun to control the réshi 
immediately. In 1863, he made a plan. 

The shogunate decided to recruit r6shi in order to reduce their 
frustration. They formed these men into a force that would guard the 
shogun. They decided to send the réshi to Kyoto when the shogun 
visited the imperial court there. 

When the shogunate announced that it was going to form a troop 
of réshi called the R6shigumi, Kond6 thought, “ | was born a farmer. 
But I’m part of the Kond6 family and will someday become the head 
of the Shieikan D6djé. If | join the new force and work hard for the 


shogun, it may be possible for me to be promoted and become a 


samurai. My chance has come! | can use my sword to protect the 
shogun and the nation... Kond6 had never been so excited. 

In the feudal period, people almost never got chances like this 
one. Kondé6 told some of the other men from the Shieikan D6j6é about 
his plan. Hijikata Toshiz6, Okita Sdji, Yamanami Keisuke, Nagakura 
Shinpachi, and other members agreed with him. They joined the 


Réshigumi and started for Kyoto. It was February 8, 1863. 


The man who first had the idea to start the R6shigumi was named 
Kiyokawa Hachird. He was a strong believer in sonno jdi. The 
shogunate thought that if a person like him joined the Tokugawa 
side, many sonné jéi supporters might change their minds and follow 
the Tokugawas. 

Kiyokawa was just using the Tokugawas, however. He wanted to 
create a strong army to use in support of the sonnd jéi movement. 
When they arrived in Kyoto, Kiyokawa told the rdshi who came with 
him about his real plan. Kondé Isami and his followers had only 
come because they were loyal to the shogun. They were very angry 
when they heard what Kiyokawa wanted to do. 

The shogun found out what Kiyokawa was planning and ordered 
the réshi to go back to Edo. Kond6 and his colleagues signed a 
petition saying that they wanted to leave the Réshigumi and stay in 
Kyoto. They wanted to form a new group to serve the shogun. The 


petition was sent to Matsudaira Katamori, the lord of Aizu. He had 


just been appointed as the Kyoto Shugo-Shoku, the Tokugawa’s top 
official in Kyoto. 

Since Matsudaira had just arrived in Kyoto to take this important 
job, he needed a reliable force to guard him. Matsudaira immediately 
approved Kond6é’s request and asked Kond6 and Serizawa, two 
other key members of the Rdshigumi, to join the new réshi group. 
They set up their headquarters in the Mibu area of Kyoto. That is 


how the Shinsengumi was born. 


@Part 2¢ 
The Power Struggle Comes to a Head 


January, 1881 

Kabato Prison, Hokkaido 
“March 16, 1863 was the day | realized what Kondd’s problem 
really was. | remember that Kyoto was warm and bright that day, , 
Nagakura told Tsukigata. 

“ What happened?,, Tsukigata asked. 

“ Kond6 received an invitation to see Lord Matsudaira. He was 
terribly excited, but he seemed very tense at the same time,, said 
Nagakura. 

“ What do you mean by ‘excited’?,, asked Tsukigata. 

“He seemed almost crazy. Kond6é gathered us together and 
started his speech by saying what a great honor it was to have 
received an invitation from a great man like Lord Matsudaira. When 
Kondo started his speech, Serizawa Kamo, the new co-commander, 
was standing beside him. Serizawa told me that it made him 
uncomfortable to see how Kond6 was acting,, said Nagakura. 


Serizawa was from Mito. I’ve heard the Mito samurai were 


difficult people to deal with,, said Tsukigata. 


“ What do you mean?,, asked Nagakura. 
“Well, many samurai from Mito believed in sonné jdi. But Mito 
was also the Tokugawa shogun’s most important base of support, 
and they were very proud of it. To me, this was a serious 
contradiction because the true goal of sonn6 jdi was to create an 
imperial government by abolishing the shogunate,, said Tsukigata. 

“ Serizawa was typical of radical sonnd jdi believers, but he also 
came from Mito. Even though he respected the shogun, he also 
wanted the sonno jdi movement to succeed. That’s why he didn't join 
the Kiyokawa group. The Kiyokawa group came from _ the 
countryside. Also, Kiyokawa was the son of a low-ranking samurai. | 
can understand why he hated Kond6, who came from a family of 
farmers. Serizawa had the pride of someone from Mito,, Tsukigata 
explained. 

Nagakura said, ° That’s a good analysis. Serizawa asked me why 


ayN\ 


Kondo was so excited and then said, ‘Maybe he’s just a peasant. 


\“ 


Did he really say that?,, asked Tsukigata. 
“Yes. Serizawa drank a lot. When he was drunk on sake, he 
often said terrible things like that. One day, Serizawa told me that 
Kondo was excited because he thought he could become a samurai. 
And he also said that Kond6 was very proud when he was able to 
meet with Lord Matsudaira. But Serizawa thought it was crazy. One 
time he even said that he didn’t want to be one of Aizu’s lackeys, . 


said Nagakura. 


“ 


Maybe Serizawa was nice to you because from his point of view, 
you also came from a good samurai background,, said Tsukigata. 

“ Are you joking? Matsumae is the frontier. | was just a samurai 
from the countryside,, said Nagakura. 

Nagakura’s family came from Matsumae (now Hokkaido). He was 
born in Edo because his father had been sent there by the domain's 
daimyo. 

“| can see why Kond6 was excited. He came from a family that 
felt it was an honor to serve the shogun. Above all, Lord Matsudaira 
was one of the most important daimy6, so Kond6 was proud to 
receive an important mission from him,, Tsukigata said. 

“ But it was all an illusion. When Kond6é was finally made a 
samurai, it was June of 1867. And do you remember when he was 
executed? It was April 25th of the next year. He was only a samurai 
for 10 months, , said Nagakura. He stood up and went to the 
window. He listened for the howl of the wolf that he had heard the 
day before, but outside it was silent. He slowly returned to his chair. 

“ Kond6 wanted to be a samurai more than the men who were 
already samurai at that time,, said Nagakura. 

“ What does that mean?, asked Tsukigata. 

Nagakura replied, “ He wanted to make the Shinsengumi into a 
real samurai army. It was the end of the Tokugawa Period. The 
samurai spirit was disappearing. Many samurai were no different 


from aristocrats or high-ranking bureaucrats. They were at the top of 


society, but they had lost their warrior spirit. They didn’t know how to 
fight. They didn’t train their minds. That’s why Kondo felt so much 
frustration when he served men like them. And they looked down on 
him as nothing more than a rdshi. | can understand how he felt. You 
know what I mean. He was angry at society all the time. 

Nagakura paused and continued, “ It was true that Kond6é wanted 
to be a real samurai, and he wanted to show his samurai spirit to 
others. Sometimes his ideas made him act too harshly. Kond6 often 
demanded that his men commit seppuku if they made mistakes. | 
don’t know how many réshi from the Shinsengumi were asked to kill 
themselves. 

Seppuku was a form of ritual suicide in which a samurai used his 
sword to slice open his stomach. When a samurai committed 
seppuku, people considered that he had overcome pain and his fear 
of death. They praised him as a true warrior. Even though seppuku 
was a punishment, it was also an honorable way to die. 

Nagakura said, “ | think Kondé mixed his passion with his desire 
to be promoted. Many of his men liked his passion, but some 


Shinsengumi members hated him for his desire... 


Autumn, 1863 
Kyoto 


Serizawa Kamo was the leader of the Shinsengumi’s Mito group. 
When Kondo and Serizawa became the commanders, the men were 
divided into two groups. Kondé6 and his followers from the Shieikan 
D6j6 were one group, and Serizawa’s men from Mito were the other. 

Serizawa Kamo thought he was better than everyone else. 
Sometimes he threatened merchants and forced them to ‘donate’ a 
lot of money to the Shinsengumi. If the merchant did not do what he 
wanted, Serizawa would destroy his store. 

Nobody knew why Serizawa had become that way. In Osaka, he 
killed a sumo wrestler after an argument about something that was 
hardly important at all. Some people said he did it to make Kond6 
angry. But it was also true that Serizawa was a violent drunk. 

Serizawa did have strong political beliefs, however. He was a 
sonné jéi activist, and from his point of view, the men of the Shieikan 
Ddj6 did not have such a vision. He thought they were just low- 
ranking samurai who were following great men such as Matsudaira 
Katamori and the shogun. 

“ Kond6 said sonné jdéi was important, and he came to Kyoto to 
make it a reality under the shogun. But | think it was just an excuse. | 
think he wanted to climb the samurai ladder,, Serizawa said to one 
of his men from Mito. 

Serizawa and Kondo were in the same position. Serizawa didn’t 
like it, and he went too far. Finally, Aizu became worried about his 


repeated acts of violence. 


Despite their concern, though, both Aizu and the Shinsengumi 
were too busy to do anything about this problem because so many 
sonno jdi supporters were making trouble in Kyoto. 

Around that time, a lot of famous sonné jéi supporters came from 
the domain of Chésha (now Yamaguchi Prefecture). In the late 
1850s, there was a famous private school called the Shédkason Juku 
in Chéshd. It was run by Yoshida Shdin, and he taught his students 
to believe in sonnd jdi. He thought that would make Japan into a 
country that was just as strong as the Western nations. He believed 
that to achieve this goal, Japan had to be united again under the 
emperor. 

However, Yoshida Shdin’s ideas were too extreme for the shogun. 
In the end, he was arrested and executed by the government in 
1860. But when he died, his followers had already created a network 
that reached all over Japan. 

Shdin’s followers even persuaded powerful members of the 
imperial court to put pressure on the Tokugawa shogunate to attack 
the foreigners in Japan. 

Once they found out that the government was reluctant to attack 
the foreigners, the men decided to move the imperial court to 
Chéshi so that they could take power from the Tokugawas. 
However, the shogunate learned about their plan before they could 


do anything. 


The shogun ordered the domains of Aizu and Satsuma to stop 
Chdéshd. Satsuma, which was in the far south of Kyushu, was one of 
the most powerful han in Japan. 

On August 18, Satsuma and Aizu, along with the pro-shogunate 
aristocrats, took over power in the court. They immediately threw out 
seven important members who had joined with the men who wanted 
to overthrow the government. The Chéshd samurai were also forced 
out of Kyoto. This event is called the August 18 Coup. 

The situation was so dangerous that Aizu asked the Shinsengumi 
to start patrolling Kyoto. The Shinsengumi were told that they could 
kill or arrest any suspicious samurai or réshi. This was the first 
important mission of the Shinsengumi. 

After the success of the coup, Aizu found that the Shinsengumi 
was quite useful. They wanted to turn the Shinsengumi into a 
powerful fighting force, and to do that, Aizu needed to remove any 
members that they could not depend on from the group. Their 
targets were Serizawa Kamo and his men. 

Samurai from Aizu secretly met with Kond6 and told him about 
their plans. On September 18, Serizawa and his followers were 
attacked. Hijikata, Okita, and Yamanami, Kondd’s most trusted men, 
killed Serizawa and Hirayama while they were sleeping. 

Niimi Nishiki, the other leader of the Mito group, had already been 


killed before this assassination was carried out. 


Three months later, Noguchi Kenji, the last remaining member 
from Mito, was ordered to commit seppuku. He was just 21 years old 
when he took his own life. Kondé and his group took complete 


control of the Shinsengumi. 


Serizawa’s funeral was held on September 20. When it was over, 
Kond6 and Hijikata went to a restaurant in the Gion district of Kyoto. 
They discussed how they would run the Shinsengumi from now on. 

“ Aizu has guaranteed that they will give us enough money to run 
the Shinsengumi. They didn’t like it when we had to ask the 
merchants for money,, Kond6 said to Hijikata Toshiz6, his best 
friend. 

“ So, you accepted their proposal to pay us,, said Hijikata. 

“ | said that | was hesitant. It is a samurai’s duty to serve his lord. 
| couldn’t ask Lord Matsudaira for money,, said Kondo. 

Hijikata asked, “ So what was their reaction? , 

“ They said that they'll give us at least enough money to run the 
organization,, said Kondo. 

“ That sounds good,, said Hijikata and took a drink of his sake. 

“We have to follow the samurai code strictly. We have to do 
everything that’s written both in our organization’s rules and in our 
oath. It looks like we’re going to be busy from now on. There are a 


lot of enemies active in Kyoto,, Kondé said. 


\“ 


Chéshd is still dangerous. We have to remove all the Chéshd 
samurai and other activists from Kyoto. This is the will of both the 
emperor and the shogun. But it won't be easy to carry out kdbu 
gattai. There are a lot of things that can go wrong,, Hijikata said, 
listening to the sound of a shamisen (a traditional Japanese stringed 
instrument) coming from outside of the room. 

Kdébu gattai was the strategy that the Tokugawa shogunate was 
hoping would improve the situation in Japan. It means ‘union of the 
court and shogunate.’ When the shogunate approached the imperial 
court and asked for their cooperation during this difficult time, they 
proposed a wedding between Tokugawa lemochi, the 14th shogun, 
and Emperor K6mei's sister, Kazunomiya. 

The two married in 1862, and this event greatly strengthened the 
relationship between the shogunate and the emperor. 

The shogunate had another reason for promoting k6bu gattai. 
Once the emperor's sister was married to the shogun, it would be 
very difficult for the sonné jdi supporters to say anything against him. 
If the people who believed in sonné jéi respected the emperor, they 
had to approve of kébu gattai because it was the emperor who had 
decided to work with the shogun. 

“| don’t think the Chéshi samurai care about kébu gattai. They 
think the emperor is being used. Emperor Kémei is asking the 


shogun to remove the foreigners from our country as soon as 


possible. If the shogun doesn’t do it soon, they will use it as an 
excuse to try to overthrow the shogunate again,, Kondo said. 
Hijikata slowly poured some sake into Kondé’s cup. “ Have you 
ever seen a foreigner?, he asked. 
“ No,w said Kondo. 
“| saw one in Yokohama once. | don’t think they care at all about 
our samurai ways, so | can understand why the sonn6 jdi supporters 
hate them. But on the other hand, it’s true that their technology is so 
advanced that they could easily turn us into a colony. | understand 
why the shogun doesn’t want to attack them,, said Hijikata. 


\“ 


Kond6 replied, — You know what real loyalty is. We have to follow 
Lord Matsudaira and the shogun, no matter what happens. Even if 
the position of the sonnd jéi supporters is understandable, they’re 
our enemy because they’re trying to destroy the shogunate.,, Kond6 
was angry. 
“| agree. But what I’m trying to say is that the shogun is showing 
respect to our divine emperor. If the shogun and emperor can work 
together to help us catch up with the Western countries, we can 
remove the foreigners sooner or later, said Hijikata, his voice still 
calm. 

“You may be right. But | don’t know how sonné jéi can succeed 
without hurting the shogun. We have to support kébu gattai so we 
can remove the foreigners as the shogun has commanded. Aizu and 


Satsuma will be the key in doing this,, said Kondo. 


\“ 


So, do you think we can really be an effective fighting force 
against the foreigners? What we’re doing right now is just police 
work. We need to be with the shogun to achieve our goal. We can't 
just stay in Kyoto as police officers,,, said Hijikata. 
“| agree. But the situation in Kyoto is too dangerous. If we can’t 
protect the emperor, it will be the end of kébu gattai. As long as this 
situation continues, we need to stay in Kyoto. Some radical réshi 
believe that if they attack foreigners, it will force the government into 
a very difficult position. But the rdshi’s plan for removing the 
foreigners is too dangerous,, said Kondo. Even as he said it, he felt 
the same frustration as Hijikata. Kond6 dreamed of becoming 
famous as the hero who removed all the foreigners from Japan. The 
problem was that he had no idea how to make his dream come true. 
The years 1863 and 1864 were a turning point for the sonno jéi 
movement. The plan to bring in a new era by removing the 
Tokugawa shogun would move forward quickly. But that night, 
neither Kond6 nor Hijikata knew that the tide of history was 
changing. They just felt relieved that they had been able to deal with 


the Serizawa problem thanks to the support of Aizu. 


January, 1881 
Kabato Prison, Hokkaido 


\“ 


So, Kond6 hated the Shinsengumi’s role as a police force. And he 
had his own vision of sonné jéi under kébu gattai,, said Tsukigata. 
He was very interested when Nagakura told him about Konddo’s 
dream of being the samurai who removed the foreigners from Japan. 

“ You know, in those days everybody was influenced by sonn6é jdi. 
Not only the people who hated the Tokugawas, but also supporters 
of the shogunate believed in it. They weren't fighting about whether 
sonno jéi was right or wrong. They were fighting about how it would 
be carried out. Some people thought it should be done by the 
emperor alone, while others thought that he should work together 
with the shogun. Chdéshd didn’t believe that they needed the shogun. 
But Kond6 and Hijikata could not accept sonno jdi without him, , 
said Nagakura. 

“ But Kondé’s dream never came true. The Shinsengumi became 
famous for their police work in Kyoto,, said Tsukigata. 

“ Yes, that’s true. So after Serizawa’s death, Kond6é wanted to go 
back to Edo when the shogun left Kyoto. But it was Lord Matsudaira 
who asked Kond6 to stay. | don’t know why Lord Matsudaira counted 
on him so much,, said Nagakura. 

“| heard that Lord Matsudaira himself tried to resign from his job 
in Kyoto,, said Tsukigata. 

“ Yes, he was in very poor health at the time. Governing Kyoto in 
1860 was a really hard job. But eventually, he decided to continue 


serving the shogunate in Kyoto. He stayed there until Tokugawa 


Yoshinobu, the last shogun, left for Edo after his army was defeated 
at the Battle of Toba Fushimi,, said Nagakura. 

“ Even you complained about Kond6é to Lord Matsudaira, and it 
was he who mediated between the two of you,, said Tsukigata. 

“ It was after the battles in Kyoto against Chéshd in 1864. | wrote 
a letter to Lord Matsudaira complaining about Kondo. | was so angry 
at Kondo’s attitude. He behaved like a daimyo after the Ikeda-ya 
Incident and the Battle of Kinmon Gate. Kond6 was so proud of 
these successes that he stopped respecting his men. But Lord 
Matsudaira asked me to support Kondé6 and tell him to take care of 
everyone. | realized that Lord Matsudaira was counting on him, 


said Nagakura. 


\“ \“ 


| see,, Tsukigata said and continued, You were a very 
important part of the Shinsengumi’s success. Without you, the 
Shinsengumi would never have become so famous... 

“ Thank you. It was strange, but when Lord Matsudaira asked me 
to work with Kond6, my anger disappeared. As | said, | was very 
close to Kond6 and had a lot of sympathy for him,, said Nagakura. 
As he spoke, Nagakura remembered the night of the Ikeda-ya 
Incident. He looked at the thumb of his left hand. There was a scar 
on it, evidence of the injury that he had received when he fought at 
the Ikeda-ya. 


That’s your battle scar from the Ikeda-ya, isn’t it? said 


Tsukigata, smiling. 


\“ 


Yes, one of the enemy samurai slashed T6d6’s forehead and 
then tried to kill him. T6d6 couldn't see well because blood was 
running into his eyes. | cut in between Tdd6 and his opponent and 
pushed T6d6 back. Then the enemy attacked me. He was a strong, 
skillful swordsman. He slashed at me so many times that my clothing 
was all cut up. Finally, he tried to slash my hand, and | was able to 
cut him from his cheek to his neck. He fell down, and | tried to finish 
him, but my sword was broken. The only thing | could do was to grab 
his sword. That was when | realized that | had cut my thumb. Then, | 
killed him with a final stab,, Nagakura said. 

“I’ve always wanted to hear about the Ikeda-ya Incident from 


you,, said Tsukigata. 


Part 3@ 
We Are the Shinsengumi 


Summer, 1864 
Kyoto 


After the August 18 Coup, Kond6 and Hijikata were frustrated. First, 
Lord Matsudaira was in poor health. For Kondo and Hijikata, it was 
very important to have the support of the lord of Aizu. At one time, 
Lord Matsudaira even resigned from his job as governor of Kyoto. 
Shortly after, however, he was reappointed by the shogunate. 
However, no one knew how long he would be able to stay in this 
important job. 

Second, Kond6 and Hijikata needed to show some results to the 
public. The Shinsengumi had already arrested many anti-shogunate 
activists, but that was not enough. They needed to do something that 
no one else could. 

After the coup, there were still a lot of Chéshd supporters hiding in 
Kyoto. The Shinsengumi found them one by one and questioned 
them to find out where the other supporters were hiding. Sometimes 
they tortured the Chésht samurai to get more information about their 


network. 


\“ 


What we are doing? Hijikata asked Okita Sdji, an original 
member of the Shieikan D6j6. Okita was a very talented swordsman 
and was like a younger brother to both Kond6 and Hijikata. 

“ We're just arresting a bunch of rogues. We’re no better than 
garbage collectors. We didn’t join the Shinsengumi to be doing a job 
like this,, said Hijikata. 


Okita smiled and said, 


\“ 


You've been too frustrated recently. Let’s 
go somewhere that you can change your mood. | found a nice little 
restaurant that will give us some women for the night. It’s right near 
the Kizu-ya in Shimabara.,, 

“ You have to take care of yourself. | heard you’ve been coughing 
up blood. You know that woman aren't good for your health,, said 
Hijikata. 

“But | heard that one of the women’s customers is from 
Kumamoto. | think he’s connected with Chdshd. | pretended to be 
the son of a rich merchant from Edo. And | gave the man’s servant a 
big tip. He told me that his master has been busy meeting with 
samurai that the servant has never seen before,, said Okita. 


\“ 


Interesting,, replied Hijikata. 


“ Let’s go and bring the servant back here. And the women will be 
good for both of us,, said Okita, laughing. 


| wish | could be optimistic like you,, said Hijikata. Now he was 


smiling too. 


\“ 


Well, all we can do is wait. We're certain to get lucky sooner or 
later,, said Okita. 

The servant was working for Miyabe Teiz6, a famous sonnd jdi 
activist and Chdsht supporter. The Shinsengumi arrested his 
servant and found that Miyabe was hiding himself at a charcoal 


dealer's store called the Masu-ya. 


During the late afternoon on June 4, 1864, the Shinsengumi went to 
the Masu-ya and arrested the owner. They were surprised to find a 
lot of weapons, including guns, at his warehouse. 

They also found a letter at the man’s house and used it to confirm 
that the owner of the shop was Furudaka Shuntar6, an important 
Chéshd supporter. Furudaka was only pretending to be a charcoal 
dealer. The truth was that he was networking with many samurai 
from Chdshad and other areas to support the anti-shogunate 
movement. 

“ We just caught a big fish,, said Kondé, excited. 


“ 


Okita laughed and said, Yes, this is a very big fish. And it might be 


a good idea to slice it up a bit. Let's make some sashimi., 
“You're terrible, . said Kond6, laughing. Okita was always 
pleased when Kond6 praised him. 
Furudaka was taken to the building used by the Shinsengumi. The 
Shinsengumi men asked him many questions, but he would not say 


anything. They decided to torture him. 


First, they hung him upside down by his feet. They hit him again 
and again with a bamboo sword. But still Furudaka said nothing. In 
the middle of the torture session, Hijikata Toshiz6 came into the 
warehouse. He walked over to Furudaka and said, “ It seems that 
you're a brave man. You have said nothing. But can you continue to 
be so stubborn? | don’t think so., Hijikata then took out a nail and 
drove it through the instep of Furudaka’s foot, hammering it down as 
the man’s screams filled the warehouse. 

Hijikata did not stop there. Next, he put a candle on the nail and lit 
it. The heated wax poured down into the hole in Furudaka’s foot. 

No one could stand pain like that, and Furudaka finally started 
talking. He told them that his group was planning to attack just 
before the Gion Matsuri, one of the most important festivals in Kyoto. 
Around that time, the weather is often bad. There is a lot of rain, and 
it is sometimes windy too. The group was planning to set fire to the 
imperial palace on a windy day. They were also planning to kidnap 
Nakagawa-no-miya, a famous leader who supported kdébu gattai. 
After that, they planned to kidnap Emperor Kémei and take him to 
Chéshd. Finally, they were also planning to assassinate Matsudaira 
Katamori and even Tokugawa Yoshinobu, the shogun’s guardian, 


who would become the 15th Tokugawa shogun in 1867. 


There was little evidence that any of it was real. Some people 


believed that Furudaka was just making things up so that the 


Shinsengumi would stop torturing him. But it was true that Furudaka 
was one of the most important members of the anti-shogunate 
movement. And it was also true that Furudaka was trying to destroy 
the shogunate. 

The members of Furudaka’s group came from not only Chéshd but 
also places such as Tosa (now Kochi Prefecture) and Higo (now 
Kumamoto Prefecture). Kond6é immediately reported this fact to Aizu 
and Kuwana. 

Kuwana (now Mie Prefecture) was an important domain beside 
Nagoya. Its daimy6 was the younger brother of Matsudaira Katamori. 
His name was Matsudaira Sadaaki. Like his brother, he was 
responsible for keeping the peace in Kyoto. 

Kondo immediately decided to attack the places where members 
of Furudaka’s group gathered. First of all, since Furudaka had 
already been arrested, it was likely that the Choéshd group would try 
to move up the schedule for their plans. 

Sometime around early evening on June 5, Kondo ordered 
members of the Shinsengumi to make a careful search of all the 
places where members of Furudaka’s group were known to gather. 

“ Are Aizu and Kuwana ready?,, Kond6 asked Okita. 

“Not yet . . . It may take several more hours for them to 
prepare,, Okita replied. 
“ We can’t wait! We'll have to start without their help. Tell one of 


the men to contact Aizu and Kuwana and let them know what we’re 


doing. Your group will search the east side of the Kamogawa River. 
I'll take the west side, said Kondo. 

Kondo took nine men with him and Hijikata took twenty-three. 
Okita Sdji and Nagakura Shinpachi were with Kond6. They knocked 
on the door of every inn and restaurant in downtown Kyoto. 

It was around 10 at night when Kondo’s group arrived at the Ikeda- 
ya Inn. Kondo felt that there was something strange about it. The 
Ikeda-ya was located just 300 m away from the Kyoto residence of 
the lord of Chdoshu. 

During the Tokugawa Era, the police were not allowed to enter the 
daimyd’s residences, so this location was quite safe for the rebels. 

Kondo knocked on the door of the Ikeda-ya Inn. When the owner 
heard the knock, he thought it was some rdshi from Chéshd who 
were arriving late. When he opened the door and saw the 
Shinsengumi, he was shocked. Kond6 saw the owner’s surprised 
face and realized immediately that this was the place he was looking 
for. Kondo told his men to surround the inn and wait. 

“Okita, Nagakura, and T6éd6, follow me,, said Kondé and 
stepped inside with them. 

The owner tried to warn the samurai on the second floor of the 
danger, but Kond6 hit him with the butt of his sword. The owner fell 
to the floor unconscious. 

Kond6 and Okita ran up to the second floor, where they found 


more than 20 samurai. These men were members of the anti- 


shogunate movement, and they were talking about what to do now 
that Furudaka had been arrested. 
“Don’t do anything stupid, said Kond6é, watching them all 
carefully. 

After a second of silence, the room erupted in panic. The battle of 
the Ikeda-ya Inn began with just the four Shinsengumi leaders 


inside. 


January, 1881 

Kabato Prison, Hokkaido 
“So, you were watching the movements of the suspects from the 
first floor,, said Tsukigata, excited that he could finally hear the real 
story of the Ikeda-ya Incident from a member of the Shinsengumi. 
“| started to run up the stairs, but they were narrow, and it was 
not a good position to fight from. So T6d6 and | ran back down to the 
first floor to wait for someone to come down. There were also five 
men around the building. | could hear Kond6 when he shouted. After 
a second of silence, | heard footsteps. Immediately, several samurai 
jumped down in front of me. We were in a courtyard, and they came 
from the second floor. Kond6é and Okita were standing on the stairs, 
so the members of Furudaka’s group ran to the other side to escape. 


They jumped down into the courtyard. | killed them immediately. One 


of them even tried to run to the toilet. | chased him there and cut him 
down from behind,,, Nagakura said. 

“ So Kondé and Okita fought the men on the second floor, said 
Tsukigata. 

“No, after the rebels panicked, Kondé ran down to the first floor. 
Soon, we were surrounded by samurai. Kondo stood in the room 
facing the backyard. That way, the enemies’ escape was cut off., 

“ What did Okita do?,, asked Tsukigata. 

“He stayed on the second floor. There were several good 
swordsmen who tried to attack him. But Okita was amazing. He 
killed one samurai with the first cut of his sword. But then, 
unfortunately, he started coughing. He had tuberculosis. Every time 
he coughed, blood came up, and it started to choke him. He 
somehow made it to the first floor and fainted,, Nagakura said. 

“Do you remember how many samurai you killed? , asked 
Tsukigata. 

“| killed several of them. One of them was going outside when he 
realized that our men were all around the inn. He turned back and 
came at me. | just cut him down,, said Nagakura. 

Tsukigata asked, ° What was Kond6 doing? 

“We were separated, so | couldn’t see him well. But several 
samurai surrounded him. Kond6 fought well, but he was almost killed 
several times. Fortunately, Hijikata’s group arrived and helped 


Kond6 and me. T6d6 was already badly injured. Okita was 


unconscious. When Hijikata arrived, there were only two of us who 
were still able to fight. If Hijikata had come 10 minutes later, | don’t 
know if Kondo and | would have survived,, said Nagakura. 

“That was when the troops from Aizu and Kuwana came, 
right?,, Tsukigata asked. 
“ Yes, but it was interesting that Hijikata didn’t allow them inside. 
He wanted to show them that the Shinsengumi could handle the 
situation. The Aizu and Kuwana men only arrested samurai who ran 
away from the inn,, said Nagakura. Telling the story brought back 
many memories, and he remembered the smell of blood all over his 
uniform. 
“ After it was all over, we marched to the Mibu office of the 
Shinsengumi. There were people everywhere watching us from the 
side of the street. | still remember T6d6’s face. It was completely 
covered with blood. Kondd’s and my clothes were cut to pieces. 
When the members of Furudaka’s group tried to escape, they 
attacked our men who were surrounding the Ikeda-ya. Unfortunately, 
some of them were killed or injured. We put them on wooden 
stretchers. Everybody who watched us march through the city was 
shocked. They were so surprised they couldn't say a word,, said 
Nagakura. As he spoke, he did not look nostalgic or seem to be 
feeling any regret. He was just excited. Despite the great number of 
men who had been hurt or killed that night, it seemed to have 


become a proud memory for him. 


\“ 


Tsukigata thought, _—‘ This is a real warrior. There probably aren't 
many men like him in our country anymore.,, 

The clouds parted, and moonlight came into the room. Tsukigata 
placed some wood on the fire. He said, “ Some people say that if 
the Ikeda-ya had not been attacked, the Tokugawa Era could not 
have lasted until 1867., 

“You mean that what we did extended the Tokugawa Era? , 
asked Nagakura. 

“ Yes. It was a huge loss to Chéshi. Even though some of the 

members like Katsura were able to escape, it took them more than a 
year to reorganize,, said Tsukigata. 
“In those days, we didn’t have any time to think about the big 
picture. We were sure that Chéshd would attack soon. All we knew 
was that we needed to destroy them as soon as possible. Then the 
shogun’s allies would attack their domain and kill them. We were 
proud to know that we were working for the shogun, , _ said 
Nagakura. 

Tsukigata wanted to hear the rest of Nagakura’s story, but it was 
already late. He had to go out into the forest with the prisoners to cut 
trees in the morning. 

It was the middle of winter, so he needed to be well rested. There 
was also a battle in Kabato Prison. It was a battle against the cold. 


It's an amazing story, and I'd like to hear more tomorrow. Let’s 


have dinner. Our food isn’t very good, but | have a bottle of shéchd 


liquor that my family sent to me from Kyushu. I'll open it tomorrow for 
you,, said Tsukigata. 

Nagakura stood up and bowed. 
“It's an honor for us to have you here. Tomorrow will be the first 
day of training. Unfortunately, | have to go into the forest, but | will 
join the training before evening, Tsukigata said and escorted 


Nagakura to his bedroom. 


Late summer and fall, 1864 
Kyoto and Edo 


When news of the Ikeda-ya Incident reached the leaders of Chéshd, 
they were angry. They decided to contact the emperor to explain 
their actions. But the shogunate would not let them get near the 
imperial palace. If they wanted to contact the emperor, they had no 
choice but to attack the shogunate. Chdshd had troops in various 
places around Kyoto, but samurai from Aizu, Kuwana, and Satsuma 
were watching their movements. 

After the Ikeda-ya Incident, the Shinsengumi became famous. The 
daimy6 of Aizu ordered them to attack the Chdéshd troops and push 
them out of Kyoto. Finally, Chéshd and the shogun’s forces fought by 


the Kinmon Gate at the imperial palace on July 19. 


Around that time, the Shinsengumi was busy with the conflict in 
Fushimi in the southern suburbs of Kyoto. However, when they 
heard the sound of shooting in downtown Kyoto, they returned and 
joined the Aizu soldiers at the imperial palace. 

At one point in the Battle of Kinmon Gate, the Chéshd soldiers 
were able to get inside the palace. However, they were slowly 
pushed back by the forces of the shogunate. Matsudaira Katamori 
had been sick in bed, but he came to the palace and encouraged his 
men to fight. When they realized that they were losing, Chéshd 
decided to pull back their army. 

It became clear that the shogun’s side was going to win, and the 
Shinsengumi sent men to Mt. Tenné-zan in the western part of Kyoto 
to clean up the last Chéshd troops. Finally, Maki Izumi and all of the 
other Chéshu leaders committed seppuku there. Kond6é showed 
great respect when he found Maki’s body. 

During the battle, there was a terrible fire in Kyoto. It burned most 
of the city. Many men who had been captured during the Ikeda-ya 
Incident, as well as Furudaka Shuntar6, were tortured and executed 
because the prison guards were afraid of more fighting in the chaos 


after the fire. 


These were the glory days of Kondé’s Shinsengumi. They were 
greatly appreciated by the shogunate side for their attack on the 


Ikeda-ya Inn. In addition, Aizu and the shogun gave them special 


awards for their important role in the battle at the imperial palace. 
Kond6 became a notorious figure for both samurai and the general 
public. 

Some of the older members like Nagakura, Yamanami, and T6d6 
hated to see Kondo acting as if he was some kind of celebrity. 
Sometimes he acted like a daimyo and treated his men arrogantly. It 
was around that time that Nagakura Shinpachi and his supporters 
complained about Kond6 to Lord Matsudaira. 

Lord Matsudaira, however, asked Nagakura and the others to 
keep silent because he believed that the Shinsengumi was 
necessary for Kyoto’s safety. 

After meeting with Lord Matsudaira, Kond6 said to Nagakura, “ I'll 
be careful from now on. And | want to forget about everything that 
has happened between us up until now... 

Nagakura said, “ | also have to apologize. I’m sorry for causing 
trouble inside the Shinsengumi.. 

The two men drank a toast. 

“We both come from the bottom rank of the samurai class. 
Hijikata and | were born as farmers. You and Okita were samurai, but 
you threw away your status and joined us. We have to focus on our 
goal and never forget where we came from,, said Kondo. 

“ | agree. We've finally proven the Shinsengumi can be effective, 


and of course you're happy with the results. But | just wanted you to 


see that it wouldn’t have happened without the efforts of the original 
members,, Nagakura said. 

“ Yes, that’s true. And it’s also true that we’ve become very big. 
We need to think about how we're going to run this organization, , 
Kond6 said. 

“ You said you’re going to Edo. Maybe it would be a good idea for 
you to recruit some réshi to strengthen the group,, said Nagakura 


as he drank his sake. 


Kond6é needed Nagakura. He wanted Nagakura to contact his former 
lord in Matsumae. At that time, the lord of Matsumae was a réji, one 
of the highest officials in the shogunate. Kondé needed to ask 
Matsumae to persuade the shogun to visit Kyoto. 

The plan was all Matsudaira Katamori’s idea. He wanted the 
shogun to visit Kyoto as soon as possible. After the Chdéshd attack 
on the imperial palace, Lord Matsudaira wanted to show the public 
that the emperor and the shogun were still closely allied. For this 
reason, Lord Matsudaira wanted to make one more effort to get the 
shogun to visit Kyoto. From Konddo’s point of view, it was very 
exciting to be part of an important political matter such as this one. 

In Edo, Kond6 met with the lord of Matsumae. Kond6 wanted to 
show his achievement to the people of his village. A man who came 


from a family of farmers was meeting with a great lord to discuss 


matters that were important to the whole nation. The lord of 
Matsumae agreed to help, and asked the shogun to visit Kyoto. 

In the past, it would have been impossible for Kond6 to take on 

such an important role because Japan was a feudal society. The 
situation had changed because the whole country was in chaos. And 
this chaos would affect Kondé6’s fate within just a few years. 
“| think he’s forgotten his original vision. Kond6 is just thinking 
about his fame within the shogunate. These days, he doesn’t really 
care about sonn6é jédi. | thought k6bu gattai was the best way to make 
sonno jéi a reality. But after seeing how serious the Chéshd people 
were, | became confused and asked myself if | was really doing the 
right thing,, said T6d6 Heisuke to It6 Kashitar6, his old friend. 

T6d6 was meeting with It6 in Edo. He wanted to discuss his 
worries about the Shinsengumi with his friend. Like Hijikata, Okita, 
Nagakura, and Yamanami, T6d6 had been a student of the Shieikan 
Dé6éj6 and was an original member of the Shinsengumi. T6d6 had 
arrived in Edo earlier than Kondo. 

It6 said, “ | heard you did a great job at the Ikeda-ya.,, 

“ Well, | have a big sword cut on my forehead. But I’m still alive, 
said T6d6. 

“ |’m sorry about your sword. It was a wonderful weapon,, said 


It6. Té6d6’s sword had been a family treasure. He had used it at the 


Ikeda-ya Inn, but during the fighting, his sword had been badly 
damaged. 

Téd6 said, “ Well, it was a tough battle. But after the Ikeda-ya 
Incident, | began to wonder if the Tokugawa shogun is really serious 
about sonno joi. | started to think just like Kusaka, Maki, and the 
other Chésht people. They believed that without changing the 
government, it will be impossible to fix the country’s problems. 

It6 nodded. He asked, “ So, what do you want me to?, 

“ | know you’re serious about sonn6é jéi. | would like you to join the 
Shinsengumi and help us to change our direction. | think you could 
be a big help to us. | want you to meet with Kondo,, said Tdd6. 

When Kond6 arrived in Edo, It6 met with him and accepted his 
invitation to join the Shinsengumi. 

Kondo recruited 24 new members in Edo. They returned to Kyoto 
on October 27. 

To show his respect for It6 Kashitar6é, Kond6é asked him to be his 


top advisor. 


At the end of 1864, Kyoto was quiet. A lot of the city had been 
burned in the fire. During this time, the fighting also quieted down. 
Chésht needed a break after all the things that had happened to 
them. Right before the Battle of Kinmon Gate, Chésha had been 
attacked by foreign battleships. Chéshd had formally begun jéi, the 


\“ 


expel the barbarian, movement in May of 1863. They fired on 


any Western ships that tried to pass through the channel at 
Shimonoseki, Chésh0’s port. British, American, French, and Dutch 
ships then attacked them and took Chésht’s gun batteries in August 
of 1864. 

During the same month, Chdésht’s samurai were forced to leave 
Kyoto after the Battle of Kinmon Gate. The army of the Tokugawa 
shogun and his allies moved 150,000 soldiers toward the border of 
Chéshd. 

Since Chésht was already badly weakened, they could not do 
anything to stop the shogun’s army. They had no choice but to 
surrender, and three kard, high-ranking members of the clan, 
committed seppuku to show that they were loyal to the shogun. 

Around the end of 1864, everything was quiet. But this was just 


the calm before the storm. 


@Part 4@ 
Names That Will 
Go Down in History 


February to March, 1865 
Kyoto 


One day in January of 1865, It6 Kashitaré invited T6d6 Heisuke and 
Yamanami Keisuke to have dinner with him. First, they went to see 
Nishi-hongan-ji Temple. 

The Shinsengumi were planning to move there in March. Their 
new office was separated from the temple buildings by a bamboo 
fence. Aizu had already placed a pair of cannons in front of it. 

“ The monks may complain when we execute prisoners,, T6d6 
said. 
“ Well, the funerals will be more convenient with the monks right 
next door,, It6 laughed. 

After seeing the new office, the men walked up to the Gion district. 
Kyoto was still cold, so they decided to have something hot to eat. In 
Gion, they chose a small restaurant serving sake and Japanese hot 


pot. 


\“ 


| don’t like Kondé’s lifestyle. He spends too much time in 
expensive restaurants with the Aizu samurai. We all need to talk with 
each other more,, ltd said. 

Yamanami Keisuke respected Kond6é because he was an expert 
with the sword. When Kondo decided to come to Kyoto with 
Kiyokawa Hachird, Yamanami was excited to go with him. However, 
after the Ikeda-ya Incident, Yamanami felt the same frustration as 
Nagakura and T6do. Now, he, too, hoped that It6 would be able to 
change the Shinsengumi. 

When they arrived at It6’s favorite restaurant, Sait6 Hajime was 
waiting for them. He had already started drinking. Sait6 was also 
from the Shieikan D6j6 and was one of the key members of the 


Shinsengumi. 


During dinner, It6 said, “ Both Satsuma and Chéshd were attacked 
by foreign battleships... Both T6d6 and Yamanami knew this, but 
they did not know what it meant. From their point of view, it was 
simply part of sonné jéi. But then It6 told them something very 
surprising. He said, “ When the fighting against the foreigners was 
over, both Satsuma and Chéshd realized that they had been crazy to 
start j6i without any serious preparation. Now Chésht has decided to 
open itself up to the foreigners. They are trying to improve the 
domain with Western technology. Sooner or later, Satsuma and 


Chéshd will start working together, and they will try to create a 


modern country under the emperor. The old system with the shogun 
and daimy6é is out of date., 

“| heard there are a lot of political troubles in Chéshi,,. T6d6 
said. 

“Yes. After Chésht surrendered, a conservative group took 
power. But Takasugi Shinsaku and other sonndé jéi leaders fought 
back and took control again. 

Now, Chésht is under the leadership of young samurai, It6 said. 
“ So, what is the Shinsengumi’s role in all of this?,, Yamanami 
asked. 
“ Well, we need to see what happens. I’m going to try to talk to 
Kondé to find out what he’s thinking. We can’t just be the shogun’s 
watchdog anymore. | don’t think the shogunate has an answer for 
the country’s problems. We need to think about the future of this 
nation. And | think that what Chéshd is doing now may be the right 
thing to do,, It6 said. 

“So, you don’t believe in sonnéd jé6i anymore? , Yamanami 
asked. 
“Well, sonnéd means respecting the emperor. It’s the most 
important belief for our nation. And it’s important to defend our 
country from foreign invasion. But without modern technology and a 
new society, we'll never be able to realize our goal. To achieve 
sonno jdi, we need to learn about Western culture and change our 


nation,, ltd said. 


\“ 


You're saying that the era of the shoguns is finished, said 
Yamanami. 

“ Yes, | believe it'll all be over within a few years. Big changes are 
coming to Japan. And we all need to think about how the 
Shinsengumi can serve the nation,, It6 said. 

“ What does that mean? What kind of nation will it be? | can’t see 
Japan without the shogun,, Yamanami said. 

“If you read history books, you'll see that Japan was founded by 
the emperor’s ancestor, and that he was divine. The shogun is just 
governing this nation for the emperor. If the shogun doesn’t do a 
good job, we can change things if we have the emperor’s approval. 
There are several past examples of this happening. Our nation and 
the emperor are forever, but the shogun is not,, said It6. 

It was something that Yamanami Keisuke had never thought about 
before. He was really impressed by Itd’s ideas. As for Sait6, he just 
shut his eyes and listened. Yamanami sensed that Sait6 already 


knew what It6 was going to talk about. 


While It6, T6d6, Yamanami, and Sait6 were in Gion, Kondd and 
Hijikata were in Mibu, where the Shinsengumi’s headquarters was 
located. They were having a secret meeting. 

The Shinsengumi had recently killed a réshi from Tosa. He was 
one of the men from a group that was planning to attack Osaka 


Castle. 


\“ 


Isn't it strange? Why were they going to attack Osaka Castle 
with such a small group?,, Hijikata asked. 
“ Yes, this is a real mystery. Something is going on behind the 
scenes. Chdsht is becoming active again. And they’re contacting 
roshi from Tosa, Saga, and other places,, said Kondo. 

“ We need to keep an eye on it. Also, | think It6 is dangerous. He 
might be a Chéshd spy,, Hijikata said. 


\“ 


I’m going to wait until he does something,, said Kondo. 
“ You know, It6 and Yamanami are becoming closer. | don’t think 
i's good at all. The Shinsengumi will be divided if It6 gathers too 
many followers,, Hijikata said. 

“ We’re planning to move our headquarters to Nishi-hongan-ji 
Temple soon, but it seems Yamanami doesn't like the idea,, said 
Kondo. 

“We can use It6 as long as he’s loyal to us. He has a big 
network, and he knows a lot about what's happening. But he’s going 
to be dangerous if he starts trying to change the men’s thinking. 
Above all, Yamanami has a lot of friends in our group. And so do 
Nagakura, T6d0, and Sait6,, said Hijikata. 

“Well, | think we can trust Sait6. He’s giving us a lot of good 
information. Thanks to him, we know everything that It6 is saying, 
and all about his network,, said Kondo. 


I've heard that It6 is talking to dangerous people like Nakaoka 


Shintaro, Sakamoto Ryéma, and even men from Chéshi,, said 


Hijikata. 


But we know everything that’s happening. Whatever It6 says to 


Sait6 is reported back to us,, said Kondo. 


Yamanami Keisuke was worried. He believed that what It6 had said 
was right. But he could not betray Kondo. He was also worried 
because he knew Kondo did not trust him anymore. 

He thought, “ It’s true. Kondé has become a servant of the 
Tokugawas. And the Shinsengumi has become an _ important 
organization. | can’t accept moving the headquarters to Nishi- 
hongan-ji Temple. We don't need such a large place. The 
Shinsengumi has changed completely from when it was formed. 

Finally, Yamanami decided to disappear. He felt there was already 
a barrier between himself and Kondé. And recently, he had started to 
hate Kond6. To save his friendship with Kond6 and to avoid future 
trouble, he decided that the best thing was to get out of the 
Shinsengumi. 

Soon after Yamanami left the Shinsengumi, Kond6 ordered Okita 
S6ji to look for him. Okita found him in Otsu, east of Kyoto. 

Men of the Shinsengumi were not allowed to leave the 
organization. If they tried to do so, the punishment was death. 

When Nagakura and It6 found out that Yamanami had been 
arrested, they went to visit him. Since Yamanami was his friend and 


an original member of the group, Nagakura wanted to save him. 


“ 


Run away now before Kondo comes. I'll say you escaped. Don't 
think about it. Just leave now,, said Nagakura. 
But Yamanami had already decided that he wanted to die. 
Yamanami said, “ | want to thank you for your friendship. But 
don't worry. I’m already prepared to die here. This is the best way. 
Soon, Kond6 and Hijikata arrived. “ No one is allowed to quit the 
Shinsengumi. You know what you must do. You will commit 
seppuku,, Kondo said to Yamanami. 


\“ 


Yamanami looked at him and said, Thank you for letting me die 
like a Samurai.,. Then he asked Okita be his kaishaku, the person 


who cuts off the head of a samurai after he has committed seppuku. 


\“ 


| accept,, said Okita. 
“ Don't do it until | tell you to,, said Yamanami. 
Yamanami sat down Japanese-style, and stabbed his short sword 
into his stomach. He cut himself slowly and deeply from left to right. 
Finally, Yamanami said, “ Now!, 


\“ 


I’m sorry!, Okita shouted as he chopped off Yamanami’s head. 


He was a real samurai. I've never seen such a beautiful 


death,, said Kond6. Yamanami was buried with full honors. 


1866 to 1867 
Kyoto 


After the death of Yamanami, It6 decided to get rid of Kond6é as 
quickly as possible. He wanted to change the Shinsengumi from ‘the 
shogun’s watchdog’ to a real sonndo jdi organization. However, it 
would not be easy. 

First of all, Matsudaira Katamori depended on Kondo. After the 
Battle of Kinmon Gate, Kyoto had become the base of the shogun 
and his government. It would be quite difficult to take over the 
Shinsengumi in such a situation. 

While It6 was waiting for his chance, the situation suddenly 
changed. Chésht was already under the control of an anti-Tokugawa 
group. They started to modernize their han by importing Western 
technology instead of continuing with the j6i movement. 

Satsuma had been doing the same thing. As It6 had said, these 
two important han were moving closer together. Men such as 
Sakamoto Ryéma were trying to help them form an alliance despite 
their hate for each other. 

Sakamoto Ryéma was a réshi from Tosa, a han in the south part 
of the island of Shikoku. He mediated the talks between Satsuma 
and Chéshdt in Kyoto. Finally, these former enemies made a secret 
alliance at the beginning of 1866. 

Around that time, the Shinsengumi was asked to patrol the 
Fushimi area. On January 23, 1866 the local police found Sakamoto 


at the Terada-ya Inn in Fushimi. They attacked the Terada-ya, but 


Ry6éma was able to escape. He was hurt but was protected at the 


Kyoto residence of the lord of Satsuma. 


Before Sakamoto was attacked, Kond6 went with a representative of 
the shogun to Hiroshima, the han beside Chéshd. They planned to 
meet with representatives of Chdésh0 and question them about 
whether ChdshG was keeping its promise to the shogunate. 
However, they were refused entry to Chdshd. The shogun was 
angry, and decided to send an army to Chdshd. Fighting began on 
April 24, 1866. 

Because of its secret agreement with Chésht, Satsuma did not 
join the shogun’s army. An even more serious problem was that the 
morale of the soldiers was low because almost all the han that 
supported the shogun were suffering from internal conflicts. Many 
samurai questioned whether it was a good idea to fight against 
Chdésht when their own domains were having so many financial 
problems. Surprisingly, though, Choshd was well prepared, and they 
fought back strongly. 

While the shogun’s army was fighting, Tokugawa lemochi, the 14th 
Tokugawa shogun, died in Kyoto. The shogunate decided to offer a 
ceasefire. This caused a lot of damage to the shogun’s reputation. 

In December, Tokugawa Yoshinobu became the 15th Tokugawa 


shogun. He was the last shogun in Japanese history. Unfortunately, 


within a month of his becoming shogun, Emperor Komei, the most 


important supporter of the shogunate, died. 


It6 Kashitar6é believed that a new era in which the emperor would 
rule Japan was about to begin. He decided to speed up his plans. 

It6 went to Kyushu and met with many sonn6 jdi activists. Among 
them was a man named Nakaoka Shintaro. He had helped 
Sakamoto Rydma to negotiate the alliance between Chdshd and 
Satsuma. 

After returning to Kyoto, It6 met with Kondo. It6 mentioned that he 
wished to leave the Shinsengumi. It was March 13. 

“| would like to form a group to guard the tomb of Emperor Kémei 
with some of the other men,, It6 said. 

“| know that you were very loyal to the emperor. Your wish must 
be respected,, said Kondo and approved his request. 

“ Of course, we would like to ally with the Shinsengumi and will 
help you anytime you need it, It6 said. 

“| appreciate that very much. So, who will be going with you? , 
Kondo asked. 

It6 told him that there were 13 men who planned to follow him. 
T6d6 Heisuke was one of them. It6 continued, “ And | would like to 
have Nagakura and Saitd too., 


If that’s the case, you can take Sait6 with you,, said Kond6. He 


then invited It6 to a farewell party with Hijikata and Okita the next 


day. 
After leaving the Shinsengumi, It6 started contacting various réshi 
who were against the shogunate. He made his headquarters at 


Kédai-ji Temple. 


On June 10, It6 was informed that Kond6é and other important 
Shinsengumi members had received formal status as samurai. From 
It6’s point of view, it was sad to see Kondo chasing status under a 
government that was quickly losing power. 

Kond6, on the other hand, was very pleased. He felt that his work 
was finally being appreciated by the shogun. 

However, for some members of the Shinsengumi, the news was 
not welcome. Finally, 10 of them tried to leave the group. Four of 
them were killed and the others were expelled. 

While the Shinsengumi was facing this internal conflict, the 
shogunate was about to fall. 

In autumn, the domain of Tosa tried to persuade the shogun to 
step down. Kond6 wanted to get information about Tosa’s actions, so 
he approached Got6é Shdjiré6. Got6 was the most important advisor of 
the lord of Tosa, but Gotd just ignored Kondé. 

On November 9, the shogun announced that he was going to 
return all power to the imperial court. The next day, the emperor 


approved the Taisei Hékan, the Restoration of Imperial Rule. It was 


the end of the Tokugawa shogunate. But Kyoto was still under the 
control of the shogun. 

It6 thought about taking over the Shinsengumi quickly to keep 
peace and order in Kyoto in the name of the emperor. 

While he was making his plans, Ito learned that Sakamoto Ry6ma 
and Nakaoka Shintaro had been attacked in Kyoto on the night of 
November 15. Ry6éma had died that night. 

It6 was shocked. He strongly believed that the Shinsengumi had 
done it, and he was not alone. A lot of other people believed that it 
had been the Shinsengumi that attacked Sakamoto and Nakaoka as 
well. However, Kondo strongly denied that the Shinsengumi had 
done it. 

On November 17, Nakaoka died too. It6 decided that he had to 
attack Kond6 within a few days and told T6d6 and Sait6 about his 
plan. As soon as he found out about It6’s plan, Sait6 reported it to 
Kondo. 

On November 18, Kondé invited It6 to dinner. He said that he 
wanted to discuss the matter of financial support from Aizu for It6’s 
new group. Kondo served a lot of sake to Ito. 

After the meeting was over, It6 was walking through an alley called 
Abura KOoji. Moonlight was shining down on the roof tiles. He was 
walking slowly because of all the sake he had drunk. Suddenly, 


several men appeared. They stepped forward out of the silent night. 


It6 tried to change direction, but when he turned around, he saw 
another man standing behind him. 

“ This is not funny. What’s going on?, It6 asked. 

Immediately, the man behind him brought his sword down on Itd’s 
head. 

It6 died without having a chance to fight back. It6’s attendants ran 
away when they saw It was dead. 

“| did what you asked,, the samurai who killed It6 said to 
Kondo. Kondo ordered his soldiers to leave It6’s body where it was. 
Then he ordered Nagakura to kill It6’s men when they came to take 
It6’s body back to Kédai-ji Temple. 

Nagakura Shinpachi and his men rushed to the place where Itd 
had been attacked. Members of the Shinsengumi were hidden in the 
shadows of the houses waiting for the arrival of It6’s men. 

A few hours later, T6d6 and the others appeared at the site of the 
killing. Nagakura and his men surrounded and killed them. Nagakura 
wanted to save Tdd6, but one of the Shinsengumi men cut him down 
in the middle of the battle. 


Kan6é Washio had left the Shinsengumi with It6. When It6 was 
assassinated, Kan6é escaped and was protected by Satsuma. He 
could not forgive Kondé. From his point of view, the killing was 
completely without honor. Kan6 watched and waited for a chance to 


take revenge. 


Right after the emperor announced that he was forming a new 
government on December 9, 1867, Tokugawa Yoshinobu left for 
Osaka. 

In Kyoto, the Tokugawa forces were at Nij6-j6 Castle, which was 
under the control of the domain of Mito. The Shinsengumi was 
ordered to join them at Nij6-j6 Castle. Aizu was no longer in control 
of Kyoto. 

Soon the Aizu forces moved again to Osaka, and the Shinsengumi 
was ordered to Fushimi. There was a shogunate office called the 
Fushimi Bugy6ésho located there, and the Shinsengumi began 
working from it. 

On December 24, Kané Washio found out that Kond6 was visiting 
Nij6-j6 Castle. He told Abe Jdr6é about this, and they decided to wait 
for Kond6 on his way back to Fushimi. 

In the early evening, they found Kond6 at Tanba-guchi, close to 
Fushimi, and shot him. Kondo took the bullet in his shoulder. Luckily 
for Kondo, his guard immediately kicked Kond6’s horse. It started 
running with Kondo still on its back, and he was able to escape to 
the Fushimi office. 

Nine days later, the Tokugawa army attacked the forces of 
Satsuma and Chéshd at Toba and Fushimi. It was the last battle in 


the Kyoto area before the beginning of the Meiji Period. 


January, 1881 
Kabato Prison, Hokkaido 
“ But Kané Washio was the man who was responsible for the death 
of Kondé,, Nagakura said to Tsukigata. He continued, “ When 
Kondo surrendered at Nagareyama in Chiba, he used the name 
Okubo Yamato. The army of the new government suspected he was 
actually Kond6, though. They brought Kan6 to see him, and Kano 
proved that it was really Kondo. 

“ It was the ghost of It6 using Kan6é to get revenge on Kond6, , 
Tsukigata said. 

“Have you heard of a man named Abe Jutr6é, who went after 
Kond6 in Fushimi? He’s in Hokkaido now,, said Tsukigata. 


\“ 


No, never,, said Nagakura. 


\“ 


He’s an apple farmer these days,, said Tsukigata. 
“ Really? said Nagakura. 

“ As you know, Hijikata died in the Battle of Hakodate, but if he 
had survived, Abe would have tried to assassinate him, = said 
Tsukigata. 

After escaping from Nagareyama, Hijikata secretly came to Edo. 
He met Katsu Kaishd and other former high-ranking members of the 
Tokugawa shogunate. He wanted them to contact the new 
government and ask them to save Kondé’s life. But nobody made an 


effort. 


“You know, Kond6 was abandoned by the Tokugawas. From their 
point of view, he was too dangerous. | told Kondé6 not to fight for men 
like them. But Kond6 wouldn't listen. He was hated by Chdshd 
because of the Ikeda-ya Incident. And many people thought it was 
he who killed Sakamoto Ryéma. They had wanted to execute Kond6é 
from the beginning. The men from the shogunate were afraid to risk 
anything by asking the new government to save Kondo. For them, 
Kond6 was just a farmer,, Nagakura said. 

Kond6é was executed on April 25, 1868 in Itabashi, a suburb of 
Edo. His execution was open to the public. His nephew and friends 
watched his last moments. Kond6’s last words were spoken to one 


\“ 


of the prison guards. He said, _ Thank you for taking care of me all 
this time... 

After visiting Edo, Hijikata joined the pro-Tokugawa army and went 
north. He fought at Utsunomiya, Aizu, and finally at Hakodate in 
Hokkaido. He was killed at the Battle of Hakodate on May 11, 1869. 
The pro- Tokugawa rebellion ended with his death. 

“ You know Okita Sdji followed Kond6 a month later. He had been 
hiding in a gardeners house in Edo. But he was dying of 
tuberculosis. | heard he wanted to fight and die until his final 
moment. | always liked him, yet | could never understand him. But 
his skill with the sword was incredible. Kondé6, Hijikata, and Okita all 


died within two months of one another,, Nagakura said. 


At Kabato Prison, the temperature was -26°C. A snow storm started 
early in the morning. Tsukigata decided to cancel all activities outside 
the prison. He ordered the guards to check all the cells to make sure 
the prisoners were okay. 

He worked with the prisoners in the bush. His room was not so 
different from their cells. 

Under these tough conditions, Tsukigata and the prisoners had a 
sense of unity. He asked some prisoners to warm the meeting room 
where Nagakura was starting to train the guards. That day, 
Nagakura Shinpachi showed his skill in fighting without a sword. 
After the training, Tsukigata offered Nagakura the dinner he had 


\“ 


promised the night before. He said, Thank you. It was an amazing 
story you told me last night. The training was excellent too. You 
haven't lost any of your skill in the last 15 years,, said Tsukigata. 


\“ 


No, that’s not true. | can’t win against time,, said Nagakura. 
“ But once you stand up to fight, your posture and attitude change 
completely,, Tsukigata said. 


| use my internal energy rather than muscle,, Nagakura said 


with a smile. 


One of the prisoners was serving food to them. Tsukigata thanked 
him. He was always nice to the prisoners. He asked Nagakura, “ Do 
you know where he comes from?,, 


Nagakura replied, “ | have no idea., 


\“ 


He’s from Satsuma. He was a follower of Saig6 Takamori. But 
he was wounded and captured. After the war, he was released, but 
he went to ask his colleagues for mercy for Saig6 at the government 
office in Kagoshima. At that time, he attacked one of the policemen 
there,, Tsukigata explained. 

The Satsuma Rebellion was in 1877. It was led by Saigé 
Takamori, a former general and political leader. During the Meiji 
Restoration, he had been a hero who took Edo Castle and helped to 
end the rule of the shogunate. 

Saig6 was one of the most important members of the Meiji 
government. But after a series of political disagreements, he left 
office and returned to his hometown of Kagoshima. Saig6 and his 
supporters had a lot of sympathy for the former samurai who lost 
most of their privileges. Finally, they decided to fight against the 
government. 

“ Was that prisoner in the battle against the shogun?,, Nagakura 
asked Tsukigata. 

“Yes, he was in Fushimi when the Battle of Toba-Fushimi 
happened,, said Tsukigata. He called the man from Satsuma and 
asked him to sit down with them. 

Tsukigata said, “ | heard that you saw Saité Hajime when you 
were captured during the Satsuma Rebellion... When he said this, 
Nagakura looked surprised. In most cases, the Meiji government did 


not persecute the former pro-Tokugawa samurai too harshly. After 


the fighting ended, the new government recruited a lot of their former 
enemies to help form the new nation. 

After the Tokugawa shogun surrendered to the imperial army in 
1868, Sait6 Hajime joined the army of the lord of Aizu and continued 
to fight against the new Meiji government until Lord Matsudaira 
finally surrendered in September, 1868. 

“ Sait6 was recruited by the government just before the Satsuma 
Rebellion started,, Tsukigata said. 


\“ 


| heard he did a great job,, Nagakura said. 
“ Yes, during the battle, he jumped into a group of enemies with 
his sword in his hand. He created terrible confusion among them, , 
said Tsukigata. 

“ What’s Sait6 doing now?,, asked Nagakura. 

“| heard he’s a museum guard, , said the prisoner from 
Satsuma. 

“| met him when he went to Aizu. He fought at Aizu, and once 
they were defeated, he even went with them into exile,, Nagakura 
said. 

The man from Satsuma lifted his head slowly. He looked Nagakura 


\“ 


in the eyes and said with a smile, —_| thought it was strange. Sait6 
was arrested by Satsuma during the fighting in Aizu. Then he 
arrested me during the Satsuma rebellion. 


| have no idea who will be right or wrong tomorrow. | remember 


when | was nine years old. | was arrested with my family and thrown 


into prison. My uncle was a samurai who believed in sonnd jdi. When 
the daimyo of our domain changed his mind, my uncle was arrested 
and executed. We all were in prison. Now, I’m working as a warden 
under the Meiji government. You never know what will happen in the 
future, so | have to treat my prisoners well,, Tsukigata said. 
“| killed a lot of people in Kyoto. Some of them were very talented 
men. Sometimes | wonder what would have happened if | hadn't 
killed them. | wonder if those men would have been useful to the 
country now,, said Nagakura. 
“Those were the times you lived in. It wasn’t just the 
Shinsengumi that killed a lot of talented people. The new 
government did it too. | was from Fukuoka. | still wonder what my 
uncle would be doing now if he hadn’t been executed, , said 
Tsukigata. 

“ So what did Sait6 Hajime do for you?,, Nagakura asked. 
“ He saved my life. After | was captured, he was kind to me. He 
didn't say much, but he listened when | talked about my family, and 
he was curious about my views on the Shinsengumi. He was proud 
that Matsudaira Katamori played the role of go-between in his 
marriage. Oh, and one more thing. In his unit, there were some 
soldiers who had belonged to the Mimawarigumi. He didn't like them 
at all. Something must have happened when he was in Kyoto,, said 


the prisoner. 


\“ 


Nagakura laughed and _ said, Everybody hated the 
Mimawarigumi. They were another police force recruited from 
samurai families. No réshi, no farmers, just sons of rich samurai. | 
think it was they who killed Sakamoto Ry6ma., 

“| heard that around the time of the Battle of Toba-Fushimi, the 
Shinsengumi was asked to join with the Mimawarigumi. Kond6 and 
Hijikata were quite angry and protested,, Tsukigata said. 

“ Yes, | was angry too. They thought that we were making too 
much trouble. But we demanded that we be able to continue fighting 
as the Shinsengumi. We wanted to be the Shinsengumi until the 
end. Even after | left Kond6 following the battle of Kéfu, | was still a 


member of the Shinsengumi in my heart,, said Nagakura. 


After the prisoner from Satsuma left, Tsukigata brought out the 


“ 


shéchd liquor. This is the shéchd that my wife sent me. Let’s drink 
some,, he said. Tsukigata poured some shéchd into Nagakura’s 
cup. 

“ Kond6 was a great man. At least he didn’t give up when things 
got tough,, said Nagakura, after taking a drink of shéchd. 

Tsukigata Kiyoshi nodded and closed his eyes for a moment. 
Suddenly, he saw trees, grass, and blue sky. He could even smell 
the grass on the warm, gentle wind. He felt terribly nostalgic. Was 


this his hometown of Fukuoka? No, there was a mountain behind the 


field. Soldiers were resting after a terrible battle. He was among 
them. 

It was the Satsuma Rebellion, the last war of the former samurai 
against the government. 


Tsukigata recited a haiku by Matsuo Basho to himself: 


Summer grasses 
Are all that is left 


Of warriors’ dreams. 


Nagakura stood up and said, “ | hear a wolf howling in the forest. 


What a wonderful sound., 
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